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THE PET BIRD 



Von Bremen 



THE PET BIRD. 

JOHANN GEORG MEYER VON BREMEN. 

What a fine time these little people 
are having! What is it all about? 

A tiny little bird, and such a pet, 
too! How they all love it! 

See the oldest boy hold up his 
finger for the little bird to stand upon. 

Can you not almost see the bird 
peck at the piece of bread the boy 
holds in his left hand? 

The child behind him leans her 
head lovingly upon his shoulder. 
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These children love each other. 

They are a happy little family, are 
they not? 

One little fellow has eagerly climbed 
up on the cushioned chair, to be 
nearer. 

He holds out his finger very stead- 
ily and quietly, and says, "Let the bird 
come and light on my finger." 

The little bird has no fear; he 
knows that no harm will come to him. 

The little girl has stopped reading, 
to watch the bird she loves. 

These are four little German 
children. 



8T011IB8 OF FAMOUS PICTURES. y 

The man who painted this pretty 
picture loved children. 

Almost all his pictures are of chil- 
dren, so that in Germany he has been 
called Kinder- Meyer, but his real 
name was Johann Georg Meyer von 
Bremen. 

When he was a little boy he was 
always drawing tiny pictures. 

He determined to go to an art 
school. In a few years he passed 
through all the classes with honor. 

His motto was: "Make the best of 
your time; it never returns." 

This motto was written on the wall 
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of his room. He always followed its 
teachings. 

His first great picture was finished 
in 1837. 

During a vacation, in 1 840, just for 
recreation, he painted a little picture of 
a mother and child. 

This was so much admired that he 
now began to paint pictures of boys, 
girls, babies, and home scenes. 

He romped and played games with 
the children. They liked Blind-Man's 
Buff best, and once he painted them 
playing this game. 

At one time, so many people wanted 
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his pictures, that he could not paint 
fast enough. 

He has been called the children's 
painter. 

In no country are his works better 
loved and appreciated than in Amer- 
ica, where a great number of his best 
original paintings are found. 
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BIRTHDAY MORNING. 

MEYER VON BREMEN. 

The baby is one year old to-day! 

What is he thinking about this 
morning? 

Look at his bright eyes. They are 
very thoughtful, are they not? 

Beside his bed are his presents. He 
will play with them very soon. 

What has he in his chubby little 
hand? What a fine black horse that is! 

There are some pretty flowers for 
him, too. Can you see them? 



13 



14 STORIES OF FAMOUS PICTURES. 

He will crow with delight over his 
cart and horse and house. 

He will say many things to them in 
his own baby way. 

His mamma comes and gives him 
his morning kiss. Dear mamma, how 
he loves her! 

She loves her baby boy more than 
anything else in the world. 

She will make him happy all the day. 

She hopes he will be happy all the 
year, too. 

She always tries to make him happy. 

Do you not wish he were your little 
brother? 
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Meyer Von Bremen always loved 
children and was happy when they 
were near him. 

He liked to paint pictures of children 
and their pets. 

Once he painted a picture of a little 
girl taking care of a baby in a cradle. 
He called this Little Nurse. 
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FEEDING HER BIRDS. 

MILLET. 

When baby birds are hungry their 
mother comes and feeds them. 

She gives to each Httle bird some 
dainty little morsel The father bird 
works hard to feed them all. 

Here in the sunlight is a little nest 
of three 

Three little children, like little birds, 
are being fed. In the mother's lap is 
a bowl. 

She will be careful not to drop it. 

Millet (nie-Ta' . 17 
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for in this bowl is all there is in the 
house to eat. 

Some days they do not have as 
much as this, for they are very poor. 

Their mother feeds them with a 
spoon, which is not made of silver, but 
of wood. 

Never mind if it is of wood; the 
mother is happy, and so are the little 
ones. We cannot see the mother's face, 
but we know she is kind and gentle. 

The little child in the middle has 
her mouth open, for it is her turn now. 
The little one at the right watches her 
eagerly, for it will be her turn next. 
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What queer little shoes they have 
on their feet! 

They are Uttle peasant children and 
they live in France. 

Behind the house, their father is 
working hard in his garden. 

What is his name? His name is 
Jean Francois Millet. 

After he gets through working in his 
garden he will paint a beautiful picture. 

A great many times he painted pic- 
tures of his children and of the poor 
people whom he knew. 

It has been said that, among all his 
paintings, this one was his favorite. 

Francois (fron-swtt')- 
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When he worked in his garden his 
little ones were always hopping about 
him like birds. 

Sometimes the good mother would 
come and feed them just as we see 
them in this picture; but there were 
six other little ones to feed, and it was 
very hard to get food for them. 

Some days the bread was cut into 
tiny bits. Each child had no more 
than a little bird could eat, but God 
was good. He gave them fresh air 
and sunshine. 

Millet painted wonderful pictures, 
but people did not understand him. 
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They wanted to look at pictures of rich 
and beautiful people. 

Millet painted the poor, hard-work- 
ing people that he loved ; so the people 
did not buy his pictures. 

Once he sold a beautiful picture for 
some bread for his little ones; again 
he sold a picture for some shoes. 

Before he died the world began to 
see that Millet was a great painter. 

No one else could paint the poor 
people so truly, so real. He put his 
whole heart in his work and was a 
brave, true artist. 



FOUR LITTLE SCAMPS 
ARE WE. 

ADAM. 

Do you like pretty little kittens? 
Would you like one of these? 

Perhaps you have one that looks 
like one of these kittens? 

How we wish we might take one of 
these in our arms and stroke its soft, 
silky fur! Is it not pretty? 

These four fluffy kittens are very 
happy. They show it in their eyes just 
as people do who are happy. We know 
they are all treated kindly. 

23 
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The little kitten at the left is gentle 
and contented. 

She would let you pet her, and she 
would nestle fondly in your arms. 
What do you think is the color of her 
fur? 

The second little kitten is think- 
ing about something. How wise she 
looks ! 

Perhaps she is thinking about a little 
mouse. It may be she is thinking of a 
saucer of nice milk, which she loves. 

The third wee kitty, whose fur is 
white, is the brightest, merriest little 
rogue of all. 
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Suppose we should throw a soft, red 
ball to her. How she would jump for it! 

The little kitten at the right, with 
head thrown back, is a funny little one. 
See what a pretty neck-tie it wears. 

This kitten seems to say: "Oh, look 
at my pretty ribbon; is it not fine?" 

They are all dear little kittens and 
we love them. 

Once there was a man named Adam, 
who always had such kittens about him. 
They loved him because he was so kind 
to them. 

He has painted many pretty pictures 
of his kittens. 
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BABY STUART. 

VAN DYCK. 

We all love this sweet baby face. 
Who is it? Is it a little boy or a little 
girl? 

It is the baby face of the child who 
became King of England. When he 
grew up he was called King James II. 

What a strange little cap this baby 
has on his head! 

When this picture was painted the 
baby was just beginning to talk. He 
was not two years old. 
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His father was King Charles I. This 
great monarch loved beautiful paint- 
ings; so one day he sent for a famous 
painter, called Van Dyck, to come and 
paint pictures of his children. Among 
them was this little James. 

Van Dyck grew very fond of Baby 
Stuart. The child had frank, laugh- 
ing eyes and a sweet mouth; but even 
though a very little fellow he was fond 
of having his own way. 

We would think such a pretty child 
could not grow up to be a bad king; 
but in those times it was very hard to 
please all the people. 
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Kings are not always strong, nor do 
they always do what is best, and this 
boy, James, had his own way too often. 
This is not always a wise thing to allow. 
It often brings sorrow. 

A great deal of trouble came to him 
when he grew to be King James II. 

When Van Dyck painted this little 
fellow with the queer cap and the apple 
in his hand, he never thought the pic- 
ture would be so highly prized long 
after it was finished. To-day we all 
love to look at this baby's face. 
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CHILDREN OF CHARLES I. 

VAX DYCK. 

These three pretty children were 
called Charles, Mary and James. 

The little fellow at the left is Prince 
Charles. He was about five years old 
when this picture was painted. 

He has on a deep rose-colored frock, 
embroidered with silver lace. In the 
painting this is very beautiful. It 
makes him look like a little girl. He 
has his hand on the head of a fine dog 
that he loved. 

81 
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In the centre of the picture is Mary. 
Her real name was Princess Henrietta 
Maria. She has on a white satin dress. 
When she grew up she became the 
wife of Prince WilHam of Orange. 

At the right, with an apple in his 
chubby little hand, stands the pet of 
the family, "Baby Stuart," whom we 
have been reading about. 

Van Dyck, the artist, often hired 
musicians to come into his studio and 
play to these royal children while he 
was painting their pictures. The chil- 
dren liked the music and would stand 
very quietly. 
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Van Dyck painted many pictures of 
these children of King Charles I., but 
not one of them to-day is as beautiful 
as this which hangs in the gallery at 
Turin. 

Turin is a city in the northern part 
of Italy, and has become one of the 
handsomest cities in Europe. 

The people of this city are glad to 
have such a fine painting as this one 
by Van Dyck. 

It is very beautiful, and looks fresh 
and bright, although painted so long 
ago. 

Tnrin (tu'rin). 
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SLEEPING BLOODHOUND. 

SIR EDWIN LANDSEER. 

There is a true story about this dog 
and his picture. 

A great artist named Land seer 
painted this picture. He called the 
picture "Sleeping Bloodhound." 

We think the dog is asleep, but it 
will never awake again; the beautiful 
dog is dead. 

It all happened this way. Mr. Jacob 
Bell was the dog's master. He was 
very kind to this dog. The dog's 
name was "Countess." 



35 
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She loved her master very dearly. 
When she heard him coming she would 
always bound to meet him. She was a 
beautiful dog and Mr. Bell was very 
fond of her. 

One Sunday evening the dog was 
asleep on the top of a balcony. The 
night was very dark. 

Suddenly "Countess" heard the 
, sound of wheels on the driveway. It 
was her master's carriage. She heard 
her master's voice. 

In bounding up quickly she missed 
her footing, lost her balance, and fell 
to the ground, twenty -three feet below. 
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Mr. Bell saw that his dog was badly 
hurt and everything was done for her, 
but she died that evening. 

The next morning Mr. Bell took his 
beautiful dog in a cab and drove to 
the home of the great artist, Sir Edwin 
Landseer. 

Mr. Landseer lived near London, in 
England. 

No one else could paint such beauti- 
ful pictures of dogs as he could paint. 

Mr. Bell asked Landseer to look at 
his dog, — his poor "Countess." 

" Do you think you can in some way 
make a sketch of her?" he asked. 




SIR EDWIN LANDSEER 
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Landseer tenderly stroked the body 
of the beautiful dog, and, looking care- 
fully at it, said: "I will try." 

The dog was placed on a carpet. 
A helmet with a red plume was placed 
near. 

The picture was painted life size, and 
when Mr. Bell called to see it, he was 
glad to have so fine a picture of his 
poor lost dog. 

The picture now hangs in the 
National Gallery at London. 
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ODIN. 

SIR EDWIN LANDSEER. 

Would you like to own a beautiful 
dog like this? 

What a noble head he has! 

This picture is the head of a famous 
mastiff-bloodhound named Odin. 

How intelligent the dog looks! 

He would take good care of little 
boys and girls; he would let no harm 
come to them. 

He is full of life, too; we can almost 
see his eyes moving, and we feel that 
he is really breathing. 

41 
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It is among the best dogs' heads 
ever painted. People who saw it came 
again to look at it. 

One little girl said, "I shall always 
remember his big, kind face." 

The picture was painted by Sir 
Edwin Landseer, and became so pop- 
ular that it has been engraved many 
times. 

An engraving is the impression on 
paper, taken from the copper or steel 
plate. 

People who could not buy Land- 
seer's paintings could buy engravings 
of them. 
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The engraving of Odin was a great 
favorite with the people. 

At first the dog seemed to dislike 
the idea of having his portrait painted ; 
but Landseer knew just how to speak 
to the mastiff, and soon he seemed to 
know what Landseer wished. 

No one could win the love of a dog 
as this English artist could. 

In many homes of Europe and 
America, the head of this noble dog, 
Odin, may be seen. 



THE NATIVITY. 

LE ROLLE. 

Long, long ago many people came 
each year to the little town of Beth- 
lehem. 

The King said every one must come. 
They must give their names to him 
and pay their taxes. Over the hills 
and plains they camera long, long 
line of people. 

They were all very tired. Many had 
walked, and others had come over the 
rough roads on the backs of donkeys. 

46 
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Mary and Joseph were two of the 
people who had come very far. They 
went to the inn, but it was full of 
people. 

Joseph went from house to house to 
find a place where they might rest. 

There was no room for him and the 
beautiful Mary. 

There was only one poor little place 
in the town where they could rest. 
This was in an old stable back of the 
inn. It was like a deep cave in the 
rocks. 

Joseph found some straw there and 
Mary was very glad to rest. 
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About two miles away there was a 
great plain. On this plain and on the 
hillsides were flocks of sheep. Shep- 
herds watched their sheep all night. 

That night the great, dark sky sud- 
denly looked like silver, it became so 
light. Then the shepherds heard beau- 
tiful music. It rose higher and higher. 
It floated all about them. 

In the midst of it an angel told 
them there was born in Bethlehem a 
Saviour. 

The angel told them where to find 
the child. 

Then the shepherds wrapped their 
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cloaks about them and hastened to 
Bethlehem. 

They came to the cave where Mary 
and Joseph were. 

Here they saw a brilliant light; 
brighter than any light they had ever 
seen. 

In the midst of the light was the baby 
boy in his mother's lap. It was just 
as the angel had said. 

The mother's beautiful eyes were full 
of love. Her hair shone like gold in 
the sunlight. 

The light about the child was so 
bright the shepherds could hardly look 
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at it, but Mary could look at that light. 

There were mangers all about for 
cattle. Hay and straw were on the 
floor. 

Many other people came to see the 
sweet faces of the mother and child. 
Never before had the people seen such 
a beautiful sight. 

Great artists have tried to paint the 
beauty of this mother and of this wise, 
loving child who grew up to be such a 
gentle, helpful man to the whole world. 
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ANGELS' HEADS. 

SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds had many 
friends, but among his best friends he 
counted the children. 

He was always happy when some 
little child was in his studio. 

He liked to study their queer little 
ways and to know their thoughts. 

It made him very happy to have 
them come, and he would often play 
with them. He loved them all, for he 
had no little ones of his own. 



51 
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No artist ever painted pictures of chil- 
dren so well as Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

Sometimes he would let a child sit 
just as he liked; he would say: "Ah, 
my little man, keep still where you 
are! 

Then the child would keep very still 
while the great artist painted and told 
him stories. 

Among the pretty children who often 
came to his studio, was a dear little 
girl. 

Her name was Frances Isabella 
Gordon. Her father was Lord Wil- 
liam Gordon. 



STORIES OF FAMOUS PICTURES. 53 

She loved to come to the studio, and 
her picture was painted many times. 

Once Sir Joshua Reynolds took a 
large canvas and sketched her pretty 
little face as she was looking straight 
at him. 

This was shown as "A Child's Por- 
trait." 

Another time he took the same can- 
vas and painted her face looking to 
the right, then to the left. Two more 
views he painted; one when she was 
looking up and another when her eyes 
were downcast. 

There were now five views of little 
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Miss Gordon, and all of them were in 
a pretty group on one canvas. 

How beautiful they are, and how in- 
nocent and trustful is each sweet face! 

One day the great artist took his 
paints and added wings and some 
clouds to this picture. It was a pretty 
fancy. 

He now called it "Angels' Heads," 
and in 1787 he sent it to the Royal 
Academy, where it was hung up with 
many other pictures. 

Every one who looked at the picture 
liked the sweet faces in it. It was full 
of grace. 
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A man named Ruskin, who knew 
and wrote many things about art, said 
it was a finer thing than ever the old 
Greeks did; and we know that the old 
Greeks did some wonderful things that 
the world will never forget. 
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MISS BOWLES. 

SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

This sweet child is little Miss 
Bowles. 

One day, before this picture was 
painted, her papa said, "We must have 
a portrait of our little girl." 

A friend, hearing this, said: "Let 
Sir Joshua Reynolds paint the portrait. 
No one can paint such beautiful chil- 
dren as he." 

So this great painter was invited to 
their house one day to dinner. 
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He was delighted with the Httle girl 
and told her many nice stories, and 
they had a merry time. 

She thought he was the most charm- 
ing man in the world. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds was pleased to 
see that this little girl liked him, for 
then she would look happy when she 
came to his house to have her portrait 
painted. The very next day she came 
to his studio. Her little dog came, too. 

She sat down thinking of those nice 
stories Sir Joshua had told her the day 
before. Her face was full of glee. She 
thought of the many queer tricks he 
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played the day before, and said to her- 
self: "But I will not let him get my 
little dog away from me!" so she hugs 
her pet tightly. 

She does not look away from Sir 
Joshua Reynolds to-day,— ^ no,. not for 
one minute. She looks straight into 
his eyes. She is ready to spring and 
run away with her little dog if he 
should try to take it away. 

Has she not a sweet, loving face? 

The great artist thought so and he 
painted it just as it looked that day. 
It is one of the sweetest child pictures 
ever painted. 
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Sometimes he would be dressed In 
armor, like a great knight, and he 
would have a fine sword, or a big hat, 
with a long plume. 

Once Velasquez painted his picture, 
when he was dressed in a gray silk 
frock, with a violet sash. 

In his right hand, he had a sword, 
and in his left hand, he waved a 
general's baton. 

Quite like a grown-up general, he 
looked, too. 

When the little prince was six years 
old, Velasquez painted this pretty 
picture of him on the horse. 
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He has mounted a big chestnut 
horse, and is galloping very fast across 
a breezy plain. 

It seems as if he would come 
bounding right out of the picture, does 
it not? 

What a fine ride he is having! 

The glossy coat of the animal shines 
in the sunlight. 

What a graceful, fearless little fellow 
this prince is! 

His face is bright and full of glee. 

His dark eyes shine with delight. 

Is he not happy? 

Do you see his plumed hat? 
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That scarf fluttering behind in the 
wind is of crimson embroidered with 
gold. 

His little jacket is of dark velvet 
and beautifully embroidered, too. 

His high, closely-fitting boots make 
him look quite old. 

What a fine cavalier the little prince 
is! 

One would think him the best of 
riders. 

The Spanish people loved this boy 
because he was such a bright, talented 
little fellow. 

They planned many great deeds for 
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him when he should grow to be a 
man. 

But whfji he was only seventeen 
years old he died. 

His death saddened the Spanish 
people, but they were glad they had so 
many beautiful portraits of their dearly 
beloved little prince. 
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CHERRY RIPE. 

SIR JOHN EVERETT MILLAIS. 

There is a garden in her face 

Where roses and white lilies blow; 

A heavenly paradise in that place, 
Wherein all pleasant fruits do grow; 

There cherries grow that none may buy, 

Till Cherry-Ripe themselves do cry. 

— Campion, 

This little girl's name was Edie 
Ram age. 

In 1879, there was a fancy-dress 
ball in London, England, and this 
little lady went 

Millais (mll-la') 67 
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There were several children at this 
great party, and all of them wore 
quaint little dresses. 

Many of them were dressed to look 
like little girls in books; others looked 
like little girls in pictures. 

This little girl, Edie Ramage, was 
dressed to look like a picture that Sir 
Joshua Reynolds once painted. 

That picture was called Penelope 
Boothby. 

The little girl in that picture had on 
a dainty cap, with a full ruffle. 

She wore some quaint mitts, and a 
simple little gown. 
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So little Edie Ramage was dressed 
up in a dainty cap, with a full ruffle, 
some quaint mitts, and a simple gown. 
She went to this party looking for all 
the world like the little girl in that 
picture. 

She was the little belle of the ball, 
and everyone said she should have 
her picture painted, too. 

So many people spoke of it, that 
the next morning after the party, she 
was dressed up again in the same 
costume, and taken to Mr. Millais' 
studio. 

Millais was a great artist. 
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He was delighted with this little 
model — this shy little maid. 

In one week the picture was done. 

It was the first of many child- 
pictures which Millais painted. 

A colored reproduction of this pic- 
ture was made, and one million copies 
were called for. 

The picture went into homes all 
over the world. 

People in the islands of the sea 
looked at the sweet-faced child and 
loved her. 

Woodsmen in the forests of Canada 
hung up the picture in their log 
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cabins. It made their rough cabins 
look brighter. 

In South Africa, the picture glad- 
dened the hearts of the people. 

The sweet little face, so gentle and 
tender, was loved by all. 
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HOLY FAMILY. 

PETER PAUL RUBENS. 

There is a sight all hearts beguiling — 
A youthful mother to her infant smiling, 
Who, with spread arms and dancing feet, 
And cooing voice returns the answer sweet. 

— Joanna Baillie. 

At the head of the Flemish School 
of painting, stood Peter Paul Rubens. 

Before he became a great artist, he 
was a handsome little boy, with big, 
dark-brown eyes, and clustering curls 
about his head. 

At his cradle, it was said, the good 
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fairies came and gave him more gifts 
than are usually given to little ones. 

When he grew up, his mother 
decided he must study art. 

She had heard of the great, early 
masters, whose names were Michael 
Angelo, Raphael, and Da Vinci. 

Her boy should become a great 
master, too, and cover the walls of the 
churches with wonderful paintings. 

So he began to study how to paint 
landscapes. 

He soon painted trees, clouds, and 
winding rivers; but his teacher could 
not tell him how to paint portraits. 

Angelo (an'je-lo) Raphael (Ta'f&-el) Da Vinci (da-vin'chS) 
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He then went to another artist, and 
learned to paint portraits. 

Now he could do as much as these 
two artists together. But he kept 
very quiet about it. He only told his 
mother, and he kept on painting. 

He studied in various studios, but 
in each he difl better work than his 
masters. 

It was now Rubens who was talked 
of. He painted more than fifteen 
hundred pictures. 

Among them were many pictures of 
loving mothers and dear little children, 
like this one, called the Holy Family. 
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DIVINE SHEPHERD. 

MURILLO. 

"And the child grew, and waxed strong, 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was 
upon him." — St. Luke. 

A Spanish artist, called Murillo, has 
painted some beautiful children for us. 

This picture of a dear little child of 
six or seven years of age is very 
precious to the Spaniards. 

The gentle boy is called the 
''Divine Shepherd'.' 

Tenderly he rests his hand on the 
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lamb at his side, and lovingly caresses 
it. 

How sweet and tender is his 
thoughtful face! 

The picture is over two hundred 
years old, yet it is as much admired 
and loved to-day as when Murillo first 
painted it. 

All the Spaniards loved their 
famous artist, Murillo. 

Yet he was once a poor boy, with 
no father, no mother, and he had little 
care, and less love. 

An uncle, who saw the little boy's 
drawings, sent him to a man who 
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showed him how to mix different 
colors and draw; but this man soon 
moved away, and Murillo was left to 
struggle alone. 

In his own home city, there was 
little chance of selling his pictures, so 
he went to a queer old place, a public 
market. 

Here, in the midst of stalls, where 
fruit, vegetables, old clothes, and small 
wares were sold, he set up his open-air 
studio, and worked among the gypsies, 
the pedlers, the beggar-boys, and the 
flower-girls. 

Murillo there painted brilliant. 
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showy, little pictures, and sold them 
to anyone who would buy them. 

Murillo was sorry for the beggar- 
boys. He, too, was almost as poor as 
they. He had a heart full of sym- 
pathy for them. That is why he 
painted their pictures so well. 

Many a little beggar-boy would 
crouch by the wall at a certain hour 
each day till Murillo's painting of him 
was finished. 

Many a pretty little flower-girl 
leaned against an old archway, in the 
shadows, while Murillo painted her 
picture. 
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Each year Murillo painted more 
beautiful pictures. Before he died, he 
became one of the most famous artists 
of Europe. 
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YOUNG KITTENS. 

LUDWIG KNAUS. 

This little bare-footed girl has come 
out to the barn. 

On the hay, what do you think she 
found ? 

A family of little kittens ! And 
their eyes are not even open yet. 

How delighted the little girl is! 

She takes the helpless little ones up 
in her arms, and lovingly pets them. 

What an armful she has! 

How soft they are! 
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Some of them are sprawling about 
on the hay. How many times we 
have seen them look just as these do! 

The mother-cat anxiously follows 
this little girl as she takes up her 
babies. See her look up into the little 
girl's face! 

"You will not hurt them, will you?" 
she says. 

No harm will come to them, for this 
little girl is gentle. 

After she strokes their soft coats, she 
will put them down near their mother. 

Ludwig Knaus painted these kittens 
and this little girl. 
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He was a noted painter of little 
children. 

He played with the children, so that 
he might know more about them. 
He loved them. 

Many of his pictures have been 
bought by people in the United States. 

He became famous for his true 
home pictures of German life. 

His children are always merry and 
happy. 
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MOTHER AND CHILD. 

MADAME LE BRUN. 

Who is this beautiful lady, and who 
is the little girl? 

The lovely lady is Madame Le 
Brun. 

The little girl is her own little 
daughter. 

Her mamma called her "Little 
Brunette." 

Madame Le Brun was a famous 
French artist, and she painted this 
picture of herself and her little girl. 
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When Madame Le Brun was a 
baby, it is said three fairies came to 
her cradle. One brought beauty. The 
second gave her intellect The third 
offered her a brush and paints. 

When she was seven years old, she 
drew the head of a man. He had a 
long beard, and looked so well her 
father said, "You will be a great 
painter, my child, if ever there has 
been one." 

She never forgot what her father said, 
and she always kept that little sketch. 

At school she covered her books 
and the white walls with sketches. 
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When she was about eleven, she 
went each day, with another Httle girl, 
to the studio of an old painter. 

They carried their lunch in a basket 
and worked all day. 

When she was fifteen she was earn- 
ing much by her paintings ; but five 
years later she married a careless, 
unfortunate man, who foolishly spent 
all his beautiful wife earned. 

She was now painting portraits 
of some of the greatest people of 
Europe. 

Queen Marie Antoinette was one 
of her devoted friends, and she painted 
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several pictures of this queen and her 
children. 

By and by, God sent this little girl 
to her. How dearly they loved each 
other ! 

This little girl was petted and given 
everything she wished ; but this is not 
always wise and best. Her wealth 
was largely spent for her little girl. 

By the time the little girl was seven- 
teen she was spoiled. She had been 
petted too much. 

One day she left her mother. She 
married and became very unhappy. 
In 1819 she died. 
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f 

All this grieved the beautiful 
mother, and made her sad. 

She would often think of the time 
when her little girl used to throw her 
arms about her mother's neck and 
lovingly cling to her. Those were 
happy days. 
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A FASCINATING TALE. 

MME. HENRIETTE RONNER. 

Three little kittens, full of mischief, 
are prowling about in a library. 

Suddenly they spy a queer-looking 
tail moving about under some papers. 
What can it be? 

They stop their frolic at once, and 
each little kitty's eyes are fixed on that 
moving object. 

Do they not look like three wise 
little judges? 

The little white kitten nearest us 
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braces her fore-paws wide apart in 
awkward baby fashion. 

She is not quite sure whether it 
would be best to touch that tail or 
not. 

We can almost see her little body 
tremble. 

How the eyes of the little black 
kitten gleam ! Is he not in earnest? 

The kitty on the top of the books is 
almost ready to spring upon the floor. 

How cautiously she creeps along! 

Will there not be a great clatter 
and scampering when that brave kitty 
springs ! 
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What a lively scene there will be 
then among all the books and papers! 

We can easily think what each little 
kitty will do. 

It seems as if the owner of that tail 
must run away very fast. 

A lady painted the picture of these 
pretty kittens. 

Her name is Mme. Henriette 
Ronner. 

Mme. Ronner knows all about 
kittens and their pretty ways. 

She always has kittens about her. 

They are plump, silky little kittens, 
and are lovingly cared for. 
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They are all playful and graceful, 
too. 

When Mme. Ronner was but a tiny 
girl, she drew pictures of kittens, dogs, 
and rabbits. 

Her father looked with fondness 
upon her little pictures. 

When she was eleven years old, her 
father became blind, but he knew she 
was always painting, and he was her 
only teacher. 

If he could not see her pictures, he 
could tell her about her paints. 

Every day he was by her side. 

Sometimes they would sit out under 



STORIES OF FAMOUS PICTURES. 97 

the trees. She would paint, and he 
would tell her of beautiful works of 
art. 

She supported her father by selling 
her pictures. They were so beautiful 
that they sold as fast as she could 
paint them. 
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A HELPING HAND. 

EMILE RENOUF. 

What a queer old boat this is! It 
is called a fishing boat. 

This old man and wee girl are out 
for pleasure just now. They are not 
going far. 

She wishes to help, so the man has 
placed her on the seat beside him. 

The oar is heavy and large, but she 
puts her tiny hands upon it, and 
pushes very hard. 

How small her hands look beside 
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the large, strong ones of the man! Yet 
they are helping little hands. 

Has she not a sweet, gentle face 
under that quaint cap? 

The old man's hat will not blow off. 
It is drawn down tightly. 

Has he not a kind face? 

He is tender and gentle to this little 
child. Do you think he is her grandpa? 

There is a fish-net near them in the 
boat; it is strongly made, too. 

We know he goes fishing far out in 
the deep sea. 

The name of the man who painted 
this pretty picture for us was Emile 
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Renouf. He was born in Paris in 1 845 . 
He studied and worked very hard under 
some famous teachers in France. 

He came to the United States in 
1 886. For a long time he had a 
studio in New York City. 

Once he painted a sunset view of 
the great Brooklyn Bridge. 

This picture was very natural, and 
everyone liked it. 

He went back to Paris, and each 
year his pictures were shown in the 
great art galleries of Europe. 

Among them all, The Helping Hand 
was a great favorite. 
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CANT YOU TALK? 

G. A. HOLMES. 

Oh, Speak, good dog; oh, speak to me! 

I'm Hstening and I love you well; 
You play and think and love, I see, 

And, oh! why can't you talk, pray 
tell? 

You must know stories old and true. 
And noble deeds they say you've 
done; 

I want to hear of them from you. 
Oh, doggie, can't you tell me one? 
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G. A. Holmes is noted for his 
power of painting sweet, innocent child 
faces. 

Few artists can paint the real child- 
like face. 

Often the little child is with some 
pet. It may be the household kitten, 
a pet lamb, or big dog; but the face of 
the child always shows a gentleness 
and love. 

One of the most popular of Holmes' 
paintings is the one called "Can't You 
Talk?" 

It must be a very warm summer 
morning, for this little one is out 
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on the stone steps and is not yet fully 
dressed. 

It may be the child has slipped out 
of its bed, crept softly across the room 
to the door, and has not yet been seen 
by mamma. 

Possibly it is mid-day, and the 
child, awakened from a nap, has heard 
the dog, so has come out to find him. 

See the chubby hands and the fat 
arms of the baby ! 

We know of babies who have just 
such little fat arms and hands. They 
are very natural, for we can almost see 
the dimples. 
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The child is silently wondering why 
this big dog cannot talk. 

This little one loves the big dog, 
and they are great friends. 

How kindly the dog looks down at 
the child's wondering face! He will 
see that no harm comes to his little 
playmate. 

He looks as if he would like to talk 
to the little one in front of him. 

The baby has another pet, too. 
This is a little kitten. 

She is looking at them now, but she 
is wise and careful to stand off at a 
safe distance from the big dog. 
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The child will go in very soon, for 
mamma will be sure to hear her baby 
and come to the door for him. 
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PHAROAH'S HORSES. 

JOHN FREDERICK HERRING. 

A noted British artist delighted in 
horses. He loved them, drove them, 
and painted their portraits. 

The name of this artist was Herring. 
It is said that among the first words 
he said when a baby was " horse." 

In 1 800, when he was but five 
years old, his little sketches of horses 
were passed about among the home 
friends in Surrey. 

"How good they are!" every one 
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said; "and to think such a little boy 
drew them! It is wonderful!" 

All this pleased the little boy, and 
he kept on making more sketches. 

As a boy, he was happy when on 
some farm. Out in the farm-yard he 
made friends with the horses, cows, 
pigs, goats, and pigeons. 

When he grew older, his love for 
horses led him to drive the stage-coach 
between Wakefield and Lincoln, and 
for several years he was the best 
driver to be found. 

He finished his career as a driver of 
the London and York "High-flyer." 
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This was a celebrated old coach in 
its day, with many spirited horses and 
the glory of the turn-pike road was at 
its zenith when Herring drove this 
coach. 

No better master of horses or more 
skilful driver could be found than 
Herring, for he knew the character, 
habits, and ways of each horse, and he 
studied them closely. 

When he .was not driving the stage- 
horses he was painting the portrait of 
some favorite horse. 

At first he painted these pictures 
and gave them away to his friends. 
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They were highly prized, and so 
many people wished him to paint por- 
traits of their horses that he soon 
found he could not drive them and 
paint so many pictures, too. 

After a little time he gave himself 
up wholly to painting. 

He was self-taught, with the excep- 
tion of about six months' instruction. 

For thirty years in succession the 
winners of the St. Leger races were 
painted by Herring. He also painted 
several favorite horses of the queen. 

Once he painted for the Duchess 
of Kent two horses — Hammon and 
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Tjar — to be presented to the queen 
on her birthday. 

The queen was so much pleased 
with them that she appointed Herring 
her animal painter. 

Soon after, the queen wished a favor- 
ite black horse painted, and this was 
given to Prince Albert on his birthday. 

Among Herring's best works are 
Pharoah's Horses, Members of a Temperance 
Society, Market Day, and the Frugal Meal. 

Engravings of his paintings are to 
be found throughout Europe and the 
United States. 

Herring died at Tunbridge in 1865. 
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PORTRAIT OF AN OLD 
WOMAN. 

REMBRANDT. 

We see many pictures that remind 
us of the Httle Holland country by the 
sea and the honest people who live in 
the homely interiors. 

The Dutch people love their homes 
and their country, and the famous 
Dutch artist, Rembrandt, loved to 
paint the portraits of loved ones, home 
scenes, and landscapes. 

Among his many pictures, the por- 
traits of old women appeal to us. 
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Some of these are old Dutch house- 
wives, with spotless caps and home- 
spun gowns. Some are spinning, 
taking care of little ones, or busy in 
cosy kitchens or neat gardens. 

Rembrandt painted real people; 
they are not beautiful, but they are 
true. 

The women of Holland did, with 
patience and faithfulness, all they had 
to do, and they had much to do, for 
was not the land theirs to develop and 
the sea to be kept in check? 

The women who helped in the fields 
grew sturdy of mind and body. 
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When Rembrandt was but twenty- 
eight years old, he painted the portrait 
of an old lady in a black gown. 

She was eighty-three years old, and 
as one looks at her face we know this 
artist had a reverence, love, and sym- 
pathy for old people. 

See the snowy whiteness of her ruff 
and cap! They look well with her 
dark eyes. 

They are arranged with care, but it 
is not the fine ruff or cap we like best. 
It is the kind, honest face that we love 
most. 

We feel sure that if we were in 
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trouble, she would give us help and 
sympathy. 

She may know little of art or poetry, 
but she has known how to care for 

little ones. 

\ 

Rembrandt studied carefully the 
lights and shadows in his father's old 
mill and in the landscapes. He 
noticed the hills and hollows of. the 
landscape. 

A distant hill before sunrise would 
look like an evenly rounded surface, 
but after sunrise there were myriad 
hollows, wrinkles, and ridges that 
caught the golden sunshine on their 
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edges and the dusky shadows in their 
depths. 

Sunbeams played over the faces of 
the old people just as they played on 
the hillsides. The curves, wrinkles, 
and hollows were carefully studied. 

No one could paint such dear old 
faces as Rembrandt. He painted 
what he saw with rare tenderness and 
truth. 

This picture was owned by Mr. 
William Wells of Redleaf, and was 
bought by the National Gallery in 
1867. 
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AN OLD MONARCH. 

ROSA BONHEUR. 

Many artists have painted pictures 
of animals. 

Among the paintings we love best 
are those by Rosa Bonheur, the great 
French artist. 

Horses, cows, sheep, and lions by 
her are among our favorites. 

These animals she always had about 
her, and at one time she had quite a 
menagerie. 

Among her lions was one large 
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fellow, and this great pet was called 
" Nero." 

She often painted his portrait, and 
no one could keep him so quiet as she. 

Once when she went away, she sent 
this lion to a place where he would be 
well cared for; but when she came 
home she was surprised to find that 
this great pet was sick. 

She was told that he had missed 
her sadly, more and more, as each day 
passed. 

She spent much of her time with 
him then, nursing him tenderly, and 
trying to make him well. 
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She did all she could for him ; but 
in a few days he died, with his great 
head in her lap. 

A little boy was once looking at 
some pictures of cows and sheep. 
" Those are not painted by Rosa 
Bonheur," he said. 

"How can you tell?" was the 
question. 

"Because they ain't breathing," was 
the boy's reply. 

In 1822, in the queer, old town of 
Bordeaux, on the west coast of France, 
was born the little girl baby that 
became such a famous animal painter. 
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Her real name was Rosa, but nearly 
every one called her Rosalie, and a 
poet, who often came to see them, 
called her his "pretty little dumpling." 

She grew up to do just about what 
she wished, for her mamma died, and 
her papa was always busy teaching 
drawing. 

When in the country, she was con- 
stantly getting lost in the woods, be- 
cause she ran after the animals she saw. 

When she was but four years old, 
she would smear the old, white walls, 
as high up as she could reach on tip- 
toe, with crude drawings. 



STORIES OF FAMOUS PICTURES. 125 

Again, she would be found cutting 
out a long line of animals from paper. 

The chickens, doves, rabbits, and 
dogs, were the playmates of this 
round-faced little girl. She loved them 
better than her school-books. 

When she was twelve, her father be- 
gan giving her lessons and together they 
went to the Louvre. There, in the great 
galleries, they copied famous paintings. 

When she was eighteen, she painted 
some rabbits. It was her first Salon 
picture, and others soon followed. 

Great paintings soon won medals, 
honors, and the world's praise. 







P 


r^-^ V jkb 




lB?x 


Hft vi 


W^S^^^Jr ^^ 


[KQ^HL '-'' 






i^ 






-,^_ nr ii 



LIONS AT HOME. 

ROSA BONHEUR. 

When Rosa Bonheur decided to 
paint pictures of lions, she said, *'I 
must buy a pair of lions and have 
them near me." 

So she bought this lion and lioness. 

They were fully grown, very large 
and splendid creatures. 

She had them brought to her home, 
and had a very heavy cage, with strong 
bars, made for them. 

After a little time they knew her 
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and one of them seemed to love her — 
as much as a lion can love. 

Rosa Bonheur had made many 
sketches and paintings of them. 

Among the best was this picture, 
called Lions at Home. 

The family of lions are lying down 
among some cactus plants. 

The father of the family looks very 
strong and majestic, does he not? 

How quietly the three little ones 
are lying between the paws of their 
mother ! 
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